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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In Rotary we have many opportunities for
fellowship and service that we don’t find
elsewhere. It’s what makes being a Rotarian
so worthwhile. So you won’t want to miss the
chance to join in several special events coming
up fast.

On Tuesday, April 18th we join with the
Mt. Pleasant Rotary Club at a joint meet-
ing at the Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital
in Valhalla, the hospital where Baby Nairaj
Budnarine, our Gift of Life child last
September had the hole in his heart repaired.
Come meet Rotarians from another club,
meet Mr. and Mrs. Fareri, and tour this
unique facility.

Sign up now for events at the District
Conference at the Westchester Marriott Hotel
in Tarrytown. Have lunch with Mia Farrow
on Friday, April 28th, when club awards are
announced. And come to the Paul Harris
Fellowship Dinner and Governor’s Ball on
Saturday night, when this year’s Paul Harris
Fellows from our club and other clubs in the
district will be honored.

And come to Bronx Rotary on April 25th
as we discuss club Service Projects, vote on
our revised Owerri Project, and make plans to
support our newest gift of life child, 12 year
old Luis Alejandro Montero through his life-
saving surgery.

Service and fellowship -it’s what is happen-
ing at Rotary this month. Come be part of it!

Yours in fellowship and service,
Nancy Wallace, President

Be sure to keep in touch with all the

latest happenings in our District at:

www.rotary7230.07 and worldwide
Rotary news at: www.rotary.ory.

18-885-0933
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GUEST SPEAKER ~ MR. JOHN FELICETTI
ArriL 4, 2006

Photo courtesy of Jim Romeo
Rotarvian Jobn Felicetti captivates the audience.

Dr. Arthur Wolstein introduced Pel-
hams Rotary Club member, John Felicetti
who, with his wife and son, hosted an
Iraqi Gift of Life child and his father.

John is a founding partner of the Pel-
ham Advisory Group, a specialized tech-
nology consulting firm. He has been laud-
ed in the technology industry and lists
giants like IBM on his impressive resumé.

When John heard that the host family
for one of the Iraqi children had fallen
through. Without hesitation, John said,
“We’ll do it!” He did however, realize
he’d better curb his enthusiasm until he
checked with his wife, but fortunately her
positive response was also immediate.

Marie and John knew that the boy they
would host was 14 years old, named Ali,
his father was named Abu Abed Ali, their
arrival date and time and very little else.
They didn’t even know how much Eng-
lish they could speak, but at the airport
on pick-up day they were surrounded by
supporters.

Ali and Abu Ali had traveled for 15
hours from Jordan and were exhausted.
John brought them straight home to
sleep. The next morning an obviously jet
lagged pair came down to see a mountain
of food laid out for them in a breakfast
buffet. John and his family had researched
Iraq and prepared stuffed grape leaves,
apricots, figs and heaps of other goodies.
John noticed that they were just picking
at a few things. He asked Abu Ali what

he would normally have for breakfast, and
with barely concealed mirth he replied (in
tairly good English) that he would have a
hard boiled egg or 2 and a cup of tea.

In another anecdote, he told us of his
own amusement regarding Abu Ali who
has seen his son through testing with
some of the most advanced machines and
technology available. Abu Ali was most
impressed though, by the washer and
dryer john has at home and that they turn
themselves off automatically when done.

John had noticed Abu Ali limping at
the airport when he pick them up but got
nothing but a superficial answer when he
inquired about it. Days later Abu was still
limping and with persistence, John got
the story through an interpreter. Abu had
stepped on a land mine 20 years ago dur-
ing the Iran Iraq war and had several toes
blown off. Successive operations removed
more tissue until just the heel was left.

John’s Club took fixing Abu’s foot on
as a bonus project. After Ali came through
his surgery with flying colors, several doc-
tors associated with Rotary examined Abu
pro bono. Custom orthodics were made
in New Rochelle that alleiviated his great
pain which, along with the worry over his
son, had fatigued him mentally and physi-
cally.

A few days after treatment, both father
and son were able to go out walking for
a few hours, something that neither one
could have hoped to do before. John says
he envisions Ali having a long, healthy life
in which he gets married and his father
dances at the wedding. He also says he
would volunteer for this rewarding, over-
whelming, enriching experience again in a
heartbeat.

Club Assembly on Tuesday, April 25. Dis-
cussion of Service Projects, and discus-

sion and vote on revised Owerri Project.
Also, District Conference 4/28 - 30. Reg-
ister now! Lunch with Mia Farrow on Fri-
day 4/28. Paul Harris Fellowship Dinner
and Governor’s Ball on Saturday 4/29.
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REPORT FROM THE BOARD

At a special meeting of the Board of
Directors on April 4, 2006, action was
taken on the following items:

New Members - Joanne Santiago was
approved as a prospective new mem-
ber. Joanne manages her own business,
BodySpiritSpa.com. Her sponsor is Jim
Romeo. Also, Wilfredo Irizarry was con-
firmed. He is a financial planner with Smith
Barney. Sponsor: Nancy Wallace.

Paul Harvis Fellows - Bill Gouldman,
Chair of the Nominating Committee,
reported nominations of Rotarians Igina
DeMichele, Rev. Charles Gorelick, Maria
Staniorski and Nancy Wallace as Paul Harris
Fellows. Community leader Curtis Sliwa
has also been named.

Owervi Project - Cheryl Simmons-Oliver,
Service Projects Chair, conducted a dis-
cussion about the project to improve the
school near Owerri in Nigeria, based on
updated information about what Rotary
International would support. The Board
voted to move ahead to prepare a grant
application for R.I. containing the follow-
ing improvements: Roof repair, installation
of tile on floor, some painting, moveable
bookcase /storage units and some latrines.
The Board reconfirmed a cap of $12,500
from Bronx Rotary, including $2,500
from Michael Anorue. Cap for the roof
is $5,000 and for other items is $7,500,
which is to be matched by the Owerri Club,
Owerri District, our District 7230 if pos-
sible and Rotary International.

At the Club Assembly on April 25, an
open discussion of the project and a vote by
the club will be taken. All club members
are invited to participate in this meeting.

OPENINGS...

President Nancy Wallace opened the
meeting and God Bless America was led by
Edward Hicks. The Pledge of Allegiance was
led by Rev. Charles Gorelick. The invocation
was given by Glen Nygreen.

DR. HAPPINESS

Bea Catullo collected $53 from happy
Rotarians and guest.

CHuck-A-Buck

Jim Romeo won $19 in the 50/50.
(Really Jim, we’ve heard of having an
angel on your shoulder, but how many
wins does this make?)

SSalvatore
P SAastrocola

CERTIFIED
PuBLIC ACCOUNTANT

4444 VAN CORTLANDT PARK EAST
BRONX, NEW YORK 10470

TEL: (914) 961-3434
FAX: (718) 325-8335

Make Ups

Jim Romeo had make ups at the Mt.
Vernon and Riverdale Rotary Clubs. Nancy
Wallace, Ed Hicks and Shqipe Malushi each

had a make up at the District Assembly.

Visitors & GUESTS

Wilfredo Irizarry was a guest of
Nancy Wallace and Kathy Calanni was
a guest of Igina DeMichele. Walter _,
from the Bronx Times came to pho-
tograph the meeting and Hans Raj
Chaudhary visited us from the Bombay,
India Rotary Club.

Syed Q. Ahsan

Associate Group Director

Signature Bank

421 Hunts Point Avenue
Bronx, NY 10474

Tel: 646-822-7170

Fax: 646-822-7179
sahsan@signatureny.com

ATRIA RIVERDALE

retirement living

Call today to schedule your
complimentary lunch and tour
to experience retirement living

at its most tasteful.
3718-3726 Henry Hudson Parkway
Riverdale, NY

718.432.2448
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SMITH-CAIRNS

900 Central Park Ave.

Yonkers, NY 10704

TEL: 914-377-8100 Ext. 119
www.smithcairns.com FAX. 914-377-8119
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White Plains, NY Mt. Kisco, NY

Brewster, NY

3130 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461

Tel: (718) 892-4830
Tel: (914) 961-6100
Fax: (718) 892-4769

Igina DeMichele-Bobson
Assistant Vice President
E-mail: idemichele@hvbank.com

Bankof America % Higher Standards

Steve Garrido
Banking Center Manager

Bank of America
2198 White Plains Rd.
Bronx, NY 10462

Tel: 718-828-3320
Customer Service: 800-432-1000
Fax: 718-828-2144

garrido.steve.m@bankofamerica.com

ManacemenT Co. INc.

Real Estate - Investments
Management - Sales

2123 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

(718) 824-5001
Fax 824-5053
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718-325-7200
Fax 718-325-7595

PASCAP CO. INC.

Dealers in Scrap Iron,
Non-Ferrous Metal and Plastic Scrap

914-725-3300
Telex 371-2767

4250 Boston Road -« Bronx, NY 10475
In Memory of PP Frank G. Capasso ‘88
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SINNOTT MANAGEMENT CO.
Real Estate Management

Peter J. Sinnott, 111’68

621 Tiffany Street ® Bronx, NY
10474
718-542-5080
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RePORT ON TuespaY’s MEeTING

GuUEesT SPEAKER ~ MR. ARIF ULLAH

Rotary Theme 2006:

“Service ABoVE SELF”
Volume 89 ¢ Number 35
April 11, 2006

OPENINGS...
President Nancy Wallace opened the

meeting and the Pledge of Allegiance
was led byEd Hicks. Nancy Wallace

led the singing of God Bless America
and also gave the invocation. Ed Hicks
introduced the guest.

CHuck-A-Buck
Ed Hicks was the lucky winner of $14 in

the 50,/50 drawing,.

Make Ups

Mary Gembecki had a make up at the
Pleasantville Rotary Club..

DR. HAPPINESS

Syed Ahsan collected $34 from
happy Rotarians and guests.

Visitors & GuUESTs

Guest Speaker Arif Ullah and Joanne
Santiago were guests of the Rotary
Club.

Comineg Up
Nexr WEEK...

Specinl Joint Meeting with Mt.

Pleasant Rotary Club at Maria Fareri
Children’s Hospital at Westchester
Medical Center in Valhalla. Tour

of hospital after lunch. Call Nancy
Wallace to make reservations (price:
$13.50).

OFFERING PRAYERS

For Maria Staniorski, who has lym-
phoma and is about to start chemo-
therapy treatments.

Our love and prayers are with you,
Maria.

Also prayers for Carlos Santiago,
brother of prospective member Joanne
Santiago, who is hospitalized because of
serious eye problems.

Birthday Babies

APRIL

Monroe Lovinger - 4th
Luis A. Torres - 9th
David Michel - 18th

APriL 11

Demonstrations all over the country
by crowds of immigrants have been
prominent in the news recently. Cheryl
Simmons-Oliver introduced the guest
speaker, Mr. Arif Ullah, who coordi-
nates an immigrants rights project for
the American F Service Committee.
He also conducts leadership training
to help immigrants organize their own
communities.

Mr. Ullah stated that simply put,
these massive mobilizations are about
legalization of and permanent resident
staus for undocumented immigrants.

The last effort in addressing immi-
gration issues was during G.W. Bush’s
first term and focused on Mexico.
Negotiations came to a screeching halt
with the events of 9/11. The issues
have now reached a boiling point and
Congress recognizes that they can no
longer ignore the situation.

In Dec. 2005 a bill was introduced to
Congress which would not only make
it a felony to be an undocumented
immigrant in the U.S., but would also
criminalize anyone who employed or
provided any services to an undocu-
mented immigrant. That would includ-
ed churches, synagogues, etc! The bill
was passed in the House and a separate,
but very similar “draconian”, punitive
bill was introduced to the Senate.

Largely because of the efforts of
immigrant advocates and immigrant
communities which had been unfocused
and unorganized up to this point, the

m__tf_]ymciarv committee revamped
Monroe
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Director
Career Services/Cooperative Education
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Photo courtesy of Jim Romeo
Myr. Avif Ullah points out a lead stovy in the
New York Times about immigration demon-
strations.

move towards turning local police forces
into extensions of the INS. This would
mean that they have the power to seek
out and arrest undocumented immi-
grants. This trend would unfortunately
make immigrants even more fearful of
the police and would prevent them from
approaching law enforcement about
problems for fear that they would be
deported.

The Senate is now in a 2 week recess
and the current mobilizations and
work behind the scenes by immigrant
advocates is in an effort to pressure the
Senators to re-address this issue imme-
diately upon their return.

If the Senate does pass the immigra-
tion bill, it still will have to go to a
“Conference Committee” in which the
House and Senate negotiate the dif-
ferences in their bills. Mr. Ullah points
out that advocates for undocumented
immigrants are not convinced that even
a lenient negotited bill would be an
improvement over existing laws as both
versions call for increased detention
time for undocumented immigrants.

Advocates would like to see an immi-
gration bill that opens up the path for
immigrants and protects their rights as
human beings.

After all, as Nancy pointed out, with
the exception of Native Americans, we
are all immigrants to this country.

Thank you, Mr. Ullah for your timely
information.



LookING AHEAD

4/18 Joint Meeting with Mt. Pleasant
Rotary Club at Maria Fareri
Childrens’ Hospital.

4/25 Club Assembly. Program: Bronx
Rotary Service Projects. Discussion
and vote on revised Owerri Project
proposal.

4/28-30 District Conference Friday,
April 28 - 12 noon - Awards
Luncheon. Saturday, April 29 -
12 noon- Buffet Luncheon.

Girr of Lire UPDATE

Our new gift of life child, 12 year old
Luis Alejandro Montero will arrive in
late April for live-saving heart surgery at
Montefiore Children’s Hospital, cur-
rently scheduled for May 2nd. He
comes from the Dominican Republic.
Volunteers will be needed to meet the
family and visit and support Luis and
his mother before, during and after the
surgery. Call Jim Romeo, 718-617-
1600 if you can help.

718-993-4747
Andy Pane ‘72

Discounts to Rotarians

HANSEL TIRE COLRD.

1732 Webster Avenue, Bronx, NY
10457

(at Cross Bronx Expressway)

Tel: 718-299-1000 « Fax: 718-299-8653

Jay Hansel

jay@hanseltire.com

Saturday, April 29 - 6:30 p.m.
Reception and 7:30 pm

Governor’s Ball and Paul Harris
Fellowship Dinner. A registration
form is available at: www.rotary7230.019

Every MEmBER/
Every YEAR - $100

Rotary International is urging every
member of Rotary to give a donation of
$100 cach year to the

Rotary International Foundation, to
be held for 3 years. At the end of 3
years, the money will have doubled
and will be available for the Club to use
on service projects. Additional money
also becomes available for the District
to give as service project contributions.
For more information contact Nancy
Wallace or Jim Romeo.
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"A Complete Printing Service”

* Offset Lithographers
* Computerized Scanning
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* Laser Digital Color Copies
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£ Counsellor at Law

Maxwell S. Pfeifer
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Injuries
Medical Malpractice
Products Liability

714 East 241st Street ® Bronx, NY 10470

718-325-5000
Toll Free
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In Memory of PP Michael Nuifiez ‘73

MEETING TIMES & PLACES of ROTARY CLUBS in DISTRICT 7230
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SATURDAY

Central Bronx 7:30p Office of Muhammed Mujumber
MONDAY

Bronxville 12:15p Town Tavern

Chappaqua 12:15p Crabtree’s Kittle House

St. George’s 6:30p Mulligan’s, St. Georges® Golf Club
TUESDAY

Bronx 12:15p The Harbor Restaurant
Chinatown 1:00p Sweet-n-Tart Restaurant

Croton-on-Hudson ~ 12:15p  Just-In-Time

East Yonkers 12:00p Ramada Inn

Hamilton 12:15p Mariners Club

Hastings, Dobbs Ferry,

Ardsley & Irvington 6:15p Rudy’s Beau Rivage

Katonah 1st &3rd Tues ~ 6:15p Katonah Memorial House
2nd &4th Tues 12:15p  Katonah Memorial House

Mount Pleasant 12:15p Casa Rina Restaurant

New York 12:00p Princeton Club
PortChester-Rye Brook ~ 12:05p T&J Villaggio

Somers 6:30p Pinnacle Restaurant

Staten Island 12:30p Ligreci’s Staaten Restaurant
Upper Manhattan 6:00p International House

White Plains 12:15p Crowne Plaza Hotel
WEDNESDAY

Armonk :15p  Bechive

6
Eastchester 12:15p CIAO Restaurant
Gateway 7:15p Bocelli Restaurant

Harrison 12:15p Emilio’s Restaurant
Hartsdale 12:15p Mitty’s Restaurant

Metro NYC 7:30p Maharaja Indian Restaurant
Mid-Island 7:30a  Dakota Diner

Mount Kisco
Mount Vernon
New Rochelle

12:15p M. Kisco Holiday Inn
12:15p  Galitos Restuarant
6:15p Davenport Club

Ossining 12:30p Cambridge House
Pelhams 12:15p Rockwells
Sandys 6:30p Henry VIII Restaurant
Scarsdale 12:15p Central Square Café
Tarrytowns 12:15p  Striped Bass Restaurant

2nd Wed. of the month ~ 8:00a  Striped Bass Restaurant
Yorktown 12:15p The Heights Bistro & Bar
THURSDAY
Elmsford 12:15p Tony’s La Stazione
Mamaroneck 12:15p Chef Antonio Restaurant
North Shore 7:00p Staaten Restaurant
Pecekskill 12:15p  Cortlandt Colonial Restaurant
Pembroke 7:30a  Royal Bermuda Yacht Club
Pleasantville 12:15p Riviera Restaurant
Riverdale 6:30p DPeppino’s Restaurant
South Shore 12:15p Marina Grand
Yonkers 12:00p Ramada Inn
FRIDAY
Briarcliff 12:15p Briarclift Recreation Center

Larchmont 12:15p Larchmont Yacht Club
Rye 12:15p Whitby Castle




