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PDG Bob Benson presents Barry Fitzgerald 
with his second Paul Harris Fellow pin.

	 An action-packed meeting was started 
off by PDG Bob Benson who presented 
President Barry Fitzgerald with his sec-
ond Paul Harris Fellow pin.
	 Next, Barry brought Sisters Sylvia and 
Mary Rita from Sisters, Servants of Mary 
forward to accept a donation of $1,000 
from the Bronx Rotary Foundation.
	 Barry also related that the Bronx Rotary 
Club was presented with an Outstanding 
Club Award at the District Conference. 

Save The Date!!
Celebration of 

Mexico
Come celebrate a belated Cinquo de Mayo 
with the sounds and savory flavors of 
Mexico! This sunset meeting is on May 
17th, so save the date!  Details will be 
forthcoming.

Continued on page 2

Looking Ahead
4/26 -	Samuel Enders from African Dream 	
	 Academy.
5/3 -	 Jewel Moolenar-Marsh will speak 	
	 about literacy projects and 
	 presentation by Ambassadorial 	
	 Scholar Goldy.
5/17 -	Celebration of Mexico Sunset 	
	 Meeting.
6/28 -	President’s/Paul Harris Dinner
 

Photos courtesy of  Jim Romeo
Achille Cusani (l.), GSE Team Leader from 
D2120 in Italy, exchanges Club flags with 
President Barry.
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Openings...
	 President Barry Fitzgerald opened the 
meeting and Dr. Arthur Wolstein led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Sister Sylvia gave 
the Invocation.

Visitors & Guests
	 GSE Team Leader Achille Cusano 
and GSE Team Members Flora LaTorre, 
Umberto Berardi, Daniele Palumbo, 
Valeria Schiralli were guests of the Club. 
Sister Sylvia and Sister Mary Rita from 
Sisters, Servants of Mary were guests 
of the Club. Alec Diacou with Yes, The 
Bronx, Inc. was a guest of Barry Fitzgerald. 
Bharati Kemraj from BronxNet was a guest 
of Ed Hicks. Tony Mignardi and Debby 
Moore visited from the Mt. Vernon Rotary 
Club. PDG Bob Benson and his wife Doris 
Benson visited from the Bronxville Rotary 
Club and DGE Greg Arcaro visited from 
the East Yonkers Rotary Club.

Make Ups
	 Barry Fitzgerald, Debby Appel and 
Ed Hicks had make ups at the District 
Conference in Ossining.

Daniele S. Palumbo Valeria Schiralli

Debby Appel added that it was one of 
only 14 given out in the District. The 
Club also won for Best Club Bulletin or 
Newsletter for a Mid-sized Club.
	 Barry The introduced GSE Team 
Leader Achille Cusani from Rotary Club 
of Trani, which is the oldest Rotary Club 
in District 2120. The Club is large, with  
almost 100 members. His father was 
President of the Club in 1966/1967. 
	 Achille studied engineering at 
Politecnico di Milano who had a demand-
ing, whirlwind career and currently he is 
a self-employed consultant for wind and 
solar farms investments and exportation 
of gourmet foods.

Flora La Torre Umberto Berardi
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	 He introduced the 
GSE team from Bari, 
Italy which consists of 
four young and talent-
ed professionals who 
are excited to learn the 
field in their specialties, 
meet established profes-
sionals, and experience 
American culture. Next 
year, he explained, a 
team of 4 professionals 
from our District will 
then go to Bari, Italy 
to be hosted by the 
Rotary Clubs there.
	 Umberto Berardi has 
a degree in Building 
Engineering and 
Architecture and he 
specializes in “green” 
buildings. He spoke 
briefly about his 
involvement with the 
3H program which 
is a cooperative pro-
gram between sever-
al Rotary District in 
Europe whose man-
date is healthy water 
for Africa. They are 
currently involved in 
building latrines and 
clean water facilities 
for a small village in 
Africa.
	 Next, Flora La Torre 
has a degree in Economics and Business 
Studies. She is a self-employed property 
manager. Her business is called Studio 
La Torre. She is sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of San Giovanni Rotondo. The area 
is best known as the area where Padre 
Pio came to reside in 1916 until his 
death. He was a Capuchin priest most 
famous for his stigmata.
	 Daniele Palumbo is a doctor special-
izing in Cardiology. He is sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of Taranto. He began 
by sharing that he just had a niece born 
that very day.
	 Mr. Palumbo moved to Rome to study 
medicine and then went on to Milan to 
finish his studies in Cardiology. He says 
he is particularly keen on emergency 
room procedures and implanting pace-
makers.
	 He is soon to be married and has 
decided to settle down in his hometown 
of Taranto.

GSE Italy 
Team
Continued from page 1	
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	 Valeria Schiralli is sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Bari Ouest. Some of the 
projects the Club has been undertaking 
are a puppet theatre for the pediatric 
ward of a hospital in Bari and purchasing 
computers for a school in Nazareth.
	 Ms. Schiralli is a lawyer specializing in 
international contracts. Her hometown 
is Bari which is an important commercial 
port for Eastern Europe.
	 Many thanks to the GSE team and to 
all our guests who made for a very lively 
and interesting meeting.

Chuck-A-Buck
	 PDG Bob Benson was the lucky winner 
of $31 in the 50/50 which he donated 
back to the Club.

	Dr. Happiness
	 Jim Romeo collected $63 from happy 
Rotarians and guests.

Photos courtesy of  Jim Romeo
Sisters Sylvia and Mary Rita from the Sisters, Servants of Mary 
accepted a donation from the Bronx Rotary Foundation from Presi-
dent Barry Fitzgerald.

Barry presented an award for Best Newsletter from a Medium-sized 
Club to Jim Romeo and Marguerite Chadwick-Juner. Barry accept-
ed the award on behalf of the Club at the District Conference.
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Report on the April 19, 2011 Meeting
Celebration of Persia Sunset Meeting

Openings...
	 President Barry Fitzgerald opened the 
meeting and Jim Romeo & Ed Hicks 
led the Pledge of Allegiance. Rev. Bill 
Kalaidjian gave the Invocation.

Chuck-A-Buck
	 Pat Fichera won $91 in the 50/50 and 
generously donated it to Gift of Life.

	Visitors & Guests
	 Guest speaker Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet 
and her husband Alizreza Javahiri were 
guests of the Club as was Walter Pofeldt.  
Musician Raef Fraih was a guest. Ann 
Ward was a guest of Rev. Susan Chadwick, 
Arthurine Carter was a guest of Lt. Col. 
Floyd Carter, Pat Fichera was a guest of 
Ralph Scottino, Jacob and Sarah Bobson 
were guests of Igina DeMichele-Bobson, 
Brandon, Cameron and Angela Asadi were 
guests of Amir Asadi, Nellie Aviles was 
a guest of Miguel Santiago and Bharati 
Kemraj was a guest of Ed Hicks. PDG 
Gilda Chirafisi visited from the Riverdale 
Rotary Club and Bill Russanello visited 
from the South Shore Rotary Club.

Continued on page 4
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	 Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet received her B.A. from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she was a Morehead 
Scholar. She completed her M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. in history 
at Yale University. Her book, Frontier Fictions: Shaping the 
Iranian Nation, 1804-1946 (Princeton University Press, 1999) 

discusses Iranian nationalism and analyzes 
the significance of land and border disputes, 
with attention to Iran ‘s shared boundaries 
with the Ottoman Empire (later Iraq and 
Turkey), Central Asia, Afghanistan, and the 

Persian Gulf region. Her book is being 
translated into Persian by Kitabsara 

Press, Tehran, Iran and will be 
released in paperback by 
Princeton in 2011.
	 Professor Kashani-
Sabet teaches courses on 
various aspects of modern 
Middle Eastern history, 
including ethnic and polit-
ical conflicts, gender and 
women’s issues, popular 
culture, diplomatic histo-
ry, revolutionary ideolo-
gies, and general surveys. 

	 Political relations between Persia and the United States “began when the Shah of Persia, 
Nassereddin Shah Qajar, officially dispatched Persia’s first ambassador, Mirza Abolhasan 
Shirazi, to Washington D.C. in 1856.” In 1883, Samuel Benjamin was appointed by the 
United States as the first official diplomatic envoy to Iran, however; Ambassadorial rela-
tions were not established until 1944. 
	 The first Persian Ambassador to the United States of America was Mirza Albohassan 
Khan Ilchi Kabir. Americans had been traveling to Iran since the early-to-mid 1880s, 
even before political relations existed between the two. Justin Perkins and Asahel Grant 
were the first missionaries to be dispatched to Persia in 1834 via the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions.
	 Amir Kabir, Prime Minister under Nasereddin Shah, also initiated direct contacts with 
the American government in Washington. By the end of the 19th century, negotiations 
were underway for an American company to establish a railway system from the Persian 
Gulf to Tehran.
	 Until World War II, relations between Iran and the United States remained cordial. As 
a result, many Iranians sympathetic to the Persian Constitutional Revolution came to view 
the U.S. as a “third force” in their struggle to break free of British and Russian dominance 
in Persian affairs.  American industrial and business leaders were supportive of Persia’s 
drive to modernize its economy and free itself from British and Russian influence.
	 In 1909, during the Persian Constitutional Revolution, Howard Baskerville, an 
American, died in Tabriz while trying to help the constitutionalists in a battle against 
royalist forces. After the Iranian par-
liament appointed American finan-
cial consultant Morgan Shuster as 
appointed Treasurer General of 
Persia in 1911, an American was 
killed in Tehran by henchmen 
thought to be affiliated with Russian 
or British interests. Shuster became 
even more active in supporting the 
Constitutional revolution of Persia 
financially. When Iran’s government 
ordered Shu’a al-Saltaneh, the Shah’s 
brother who was aligned with the 
goals of Imperial Russia in Persia, 

Photos courtesy of  Walter Pofeldt
Amir Asadi and guest speaker Dr. Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet

Raef Fraih introduced us to the beauties and intrica-
cies of the oud.
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MONDAY                                           
Bedford-Armonk	 6:15p	 Bedford Presbyterian Church
Bronxville	 12:15p	 Fogarty’s Town Tavern                
Central Bronx	 7:00p	 Jol Kabar Restaurant
Chappaqua	 12:15p	 Crabtree’s Kittle House
New York	 12:00p	 Harvard Club
Northeast Westchester	 6:15p	 John-Michael’s Restaurant
St. George’s	 6:30p	 Grotto Bay Beach Resort
Tuesday 
Bronx	 12:15p	 The Harbor Restaurant
Chinatown	 1:00p	 Hop Lee Restaurant
Croton-on-Hudson	 12:15p	 Bella Paula
East Yonkers	 12:15p	 Luciano’s Restaurant
Hamilton	 12:15p	 Royal Hamilton Amateur Dinghy Club
Hastings, Dobbs Ferry,
  Ardsley & Irvington	 6:15p	 Doubleday’s
Mount Pleasant	 12:00p	 Casa Rina Restaurant
PortChester-Rye Brook	 12:10p	 T&J Trattoria
Scarsdale	 12:00p	 Moscato’s 
Somers	 6:15p	 Pinnacle Restaurant
Staten Island	 12:30p	 Ligreci’s Staaten Restaurant
Upper Manhattan	 6:00p	 Gran Piatto d’Oro Restaurant
White Plains	 12:15p	 Crowne Plaza
Wednesday
Eastchester	 12:15p	 CIAO Restaurant
Gateway	 7:15p	 Lake Club
Harrison	 12:15p	 Emilio’s Restaurant
Hartsdale	 12:15p	 Alaroma Restaurant

MEETING TIMES & PLACES of ROTARY CLUBS in DISTRICT 7230
Inwood Manhattan	 7:00p	 Garden Cafe
Metro NYC	 7:30p	 Trattoria Dopo Teatro
Mount Kisco	 12:15p	 Mt. Kisco Holiday Inn
Mount Vernon	 12:15p	 Bona Sera Restaurant
New Rochelle	 6:15p	 Davenport Club
Ossining	 12:30p	 The Tuscan Grille
Pelhams	 12:15p	 Rockwells
Sandys	 6:30p	 Henry VIII Restaurant
Tarrytowns	 12:15p	 Westchester Marriott Hotel
Wall Street	 5:30p	 Downtown Association
Yorktown	 12:15p	 Murphy’s Restaurant

Thursday 
Cortlandt Manor	 7:00p	 Cortlandt Colonial 
Elmsford	 12:15p	 Rinis Restaurant
Mamaroneck	 12:15p	 Emilio’s Restaurant
Mid-Island	 7:30a	 Dakota Diner
North Shore	 7:00p	 LiGreci’s Staaten Restaurant
Peekskill	 12:15p	 Cortlandt Colonial Restaurant
Pembroke	 7:15a	 Royal Bermuda Yacht Club
Pleasantville	 12:15p	 Riviera Restaurant
Riverdale	 6:45p	 The Riverdale Greentree
South Shore	 12:15p	 Marina Grand
Yonkers	 12:15p	 Luciano’s Italian Restaurant

Friday 
Briarcliff Manor	 12:15p	 Briarcliff Recreation Center 
Larchmont	 12:15p	 Larchmont Yacht Club 
Rye 	 12:15p	 Coveleigh Club

to surrender his assets, 
Shuster moved to execute 
the seizure. Imperial Russia 
immediately landed troops 
in Bandar Anzali, demand-
ing a recourse and apol-
ogy from the Persian gov-
ernment. Russia’s General 
Liakhoff shelled Iran’s 
parliament in Tehran, and 
Morgan Shuster was forced 
to resign under British and 
Russian pressure. Shuster’s 
book The Strangling of Persia is a recount 
of the details of these events and is critical 
of Britain and Imperial Russia.
	 Morgan Shuster was soon followed by 
Arthur Millspaugh, who was appointed 
Treasurer General by Reza Shah, and 
Arthur Pope, who was a main driving force 
behind the Persian Empire revivalist poli-
cies of Reza Shah. The friendly relations 
between the United States and Iran lasted 
until the 1950s.
	 Political relations between Iran and the 
United States began in the mid-to-late 
19th century but had small importance 
or controversy until the post-World War 
II era of the Cold War and of petro-
leum exports from the Persian Gulf. Since 
then, an era of close alliance between 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi’s regime 
and the American government was fol-
lowed by a dramatic reversal and hostility 
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Celebration of 
Persia
Continued from page 3	

between the two countries after the 1979 
Iranian Revolution which ousted the pro-
American Shah and replaced him with the 
anti-American Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini, surprising the United States 
government
	 Opinions differ over what has caused the 
decades of poor relations. 
	 Two days after Barack Obama was elected 
president in November 2008, Ahmadinejad 
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Photos courtesy of Walter Pofeldt
A successful evening is evident on all the smiling faces.

issued the first congratula-
tory message to a newly 
elected American president 
since 1979: “Iran welcomes 
basic and fair changes in 
U.S. policies and conducts. 
I hope you will prefer real 
public interests and jus-
tice... and seize the oppor-
tunity to serve people so 
that you will be remem-
bered with high esteem”.
	 Dr. Kashani-Sabet wove 
a complex picture of the 
sentiments and political 
environment of this cradle 
of civilization, one that 
could never be summarized 
in a few columns of type. 

Her talk was most enlightening about 
the wealth of arts and culture that is Iran. 
Thank you!

Make Ups
	 None today.


