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	 President Barry Fitzgerald intro-
duced speakers Elizabeth Roth and Lori 
Kressevich who came to speak about 
Hope4AlvinaandJason.com.
	 Alvina Alliu is a 9th grader at 
Washingtonville High School. She’s like 
most teenagers. She is very athletic, did 
dance, cheerleading, track, acting, model-
ing, and has many friends.
	 On February 26, 2010, at Arden Hill 
Hospital, she was diagnosed with brain 
cancer.
	 She was never ill like this before. That 
night, she was transferred to Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital and was told that the 
MRI showed two blood clots near the 
brain tumor. The next morning at 7:00 
AM she went to surgery for 12 hours. “It 
was horrible when they told me that she 
might not make it due to the blood clots 
being located too close to the brain,” said 
her mother.
	 After the surgery was done, she lost her 
balance and hand coordination on her 
right side. She had radiation, but soon 
after the port was done, they found out 
it didn’t work. Doctors had to take it out 
and put in a new one on the other side. 
She is also undergoing chemotherapy, and 
vows to continue to keep her head held 
high.
	 Jason Rumsey is a 6th grader in the 
Monroe Woodbury Central School 
District. He is 11 years old, loves the 
outdoors, is athletic, adventurous, and has 
been a boy scout since 1st grade. He is 
also the grandson and great grandson of 
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two retired New York City Police Officers. 
Jason is loved and looked up to by many 
of his friends. He has an older sister and 
lives in Central Valley, New York with his 
two parents.
	 Not long ago Jason was diagnosed with 
leukemia. He was in the hospital and had 
started treatment for the cancer. He also 
had a port put into his chest (permanent 
IV tube) through which the chemo drugs 
are delivered. He will also be receiving 
blood transfusions.
	 One of the things Jason said he would 
really like was an Apple Ipad to keep him 
entertained as he undergoes the long and 
horrible process. 
	 The fund raising effort was begun by 
Lori Kressevich’s husband, a police officer 
in Washingtonville. Alvina was a friend 
of his daughter’s and soon after she was 
diagnosed he went into action, includ-
ing Jason’s situation into the fund raising 
efforts.
	 Alvina’s father is an auto mechanic 
who hasn’t gotten paid in 4 months and 
Jason’s father has been laid off for the past 
few months. Both families are having a 
very hard time making ends meet. 
	 To help them, Hope4AlvinaandJason 
is having a major fund raiser at Cabo’s 
Sienna Italian American Grill at 107 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY on 
Sunday, November 14th. The event runs 
from 2p.m. to 8p.m. and your donation of 
$25, collected at the door, will entitle you 
to an evening of music food and drinks. 

Openings...
	 President Barry Fitzgerald opened the 
meeting and Dr. Arthur Wolstein led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Bea Castiglia-
Catullo gave the Invocation.

Chuck-A-Buck
	 Barry Fitzgerald won $19 in the 50/50. 
He’s catching up to Jim’s lucky streak!

	

Visitors & Guests
	 Guest speakers Lori Kressevich and 
Elizabeth Roth were guests of the Club.

Make Ups
	 None today Photo courtesy of  Jim Romeo

Pictured l. to r.: President Barry Fitzgerald, Elizabeth Roth, Syed Ahsan, Dr. Jonathan Kazdan 
and Lori Kressevich.

Continued on page 4

Jim Romeo, 
Bronx Rotarian
Printer of  this 
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Celebration of 
Puerto Rico

By now you should know that our sunset 
meeting celebrations are fun-filled events 
not to be missed

Put November 16 on your calendars 
because it is sure to be an entertaining, 
musical, colorful and spicy night at Bronx 
Rotary!

Guest speaker will be Lorraine Cortez 
Vazquez of AARP. Tickets are $45. Please 
RSVP to Mary Springman at 718-617-
1600.
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MONDAY                                           
Bedford-Armonk	 6:15p	 Bedford Presbyterian Church
Bronxville	 12:15p	 Fogarty’s Town Tavern                
Central Bronx	 7:00p	 Jol Kabar Restaurant
Chappaqua	 12:15p	 Crabtree’s Kittle House
New York	 12:00p	 Harvard Club
Northeast Westchester	 6:15p	 John-Michael’s Restaurant
St. George’s	 6:30p	 Grotto Bay Beach Resort
Tuesday 
Bronx	 12:15p	 The Harbor Restaurant
Chinatown	 1:00p	 Hop Lee Restaurant
Croton-on-Hudson	 12:15p	 Bella Paula
East Yonkers	 12:15p	 Luciano’s Restaurant
Hamilton	 12:15p	 Royal Hamilton Amateur Dinghy Club
Hastings, Dobbs Ferry,
  Ardsley & Irvington	 6:15p	 Doubleday’s
Mount Pleasant	 12:00p	 Casa Rina Restaurant
PortChester-Rye Brook	 12:10p	 T&J Trattoria
Scarsdale	 12:00p	 Moscato’s 
Somers	 6:15p	 Pinnacle Restaurant
Staten Island	 12:30p	 Ligreci’s Staaten Restaurant
Upper Manhattan	 6:00p	 Gran Piatto d’Oro Restaurant
White Plains	 12:15p	 Crowne Plaza
Wednesday
Eastchester	 12:15p	 CIAO Restaurant
Gateway	 7:15p	 Lake Club
Harrison	 12:15p	 Emilio’s Restaurant
Hartsdale	 12:15p	 Alaroma Restaurant

MEETING TIMES & PLACES of ROTARY CLUBS in DISTRICT 7230
Inwood Manhattan	 7:00p	 Garden Cafe
Metro NYC	 7:30p	 Trattoria Dopo Teatro
Mount Kisco	 12:15p	 Mt. Kisco Holiday Inn
Mount Vernon	 12:15p	 Bona Sera Restaurant
New Rochelle	 6:15p	 Davenport Club
Ossining	 12:30p	 The Tuscan Grille
Pelhams	 12:15p	 Rockwells
Sandys	 6:30p	 Henry VIII Restaurant
Tarrytowns	 12:15p	 Westchester Marriott Hotel
Wall Street	 5:30p	 Downtown Association
Yorktown	 12:15p	 Murphy’s Restaurant

Thursday 
Cortlandt Manor	 7:00p	 Cortlandt Colonial 
Elmsford	 12:15p	 Rinis Restaurant
Mamaroneck	 12:15p	 Emilio’s Restaurant
Mid-Island	 7:30a	 Dakota Diner
North Shore	 7:00p	 LiGreci’s Staaten Restaurant
Peekskill	 12:15p	 Cortlandt Colonial Restaurant
Pembroke	 7:15a	 Royal Bermuda Yacht Club
Pleasantville	 12:15p	 Riviera Restaurant
Riverdale	 6:45p	 The Riverdale Greentree
South Shore	 12:15p	 Marina Grand
Yonkers	 12:15p	 Luciano’s Italian Restaurant

Friday 
Briarcliff Manor	 12:15p	 Briarcliff Recreation Center 
Larchmont	 12:15p	 Larchmont Yacht Club 
Rye 	 12:15p	 Coveleigh Club
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There will also be a 50/50 raffle, silent 
auction and surprise special guests. The 
restaurant is donating their space and the 
food and drink free of charge, so 100% of 
all donations will go to the families.
	 If you would like to learn more about 
the cause or the fund raiser, you can visit 
their website at: hope4alvinaandjason.
com.
	 Bronx Rotarians at the meeting made 
pledges which will be met by the Bronx 
Rotary Foundation. If you would like to 
help Alvina and Jason, please make a check 
out to the Bronx Rotary Foundation 
and earmark it for Alvina and Jason. 
Please hand in or send in your check by 
December 7th. Checks can be mailed 
to Bronx Rotary Club, c/o HiSpeed 
Printing, 560 South 3rd Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10550.

Elizabeth Roth & 
Lori Kressevich
Continued from page 3

November is Rotary 
Foundation Month
	 November is Rotary Foundation Month. 
Your support of the Annual Programs Fund 
through the Every Rotarian, Every Year 
initiative makes it possible for The Rotary 
Foundation to continue its work of Doing 
Good in the World. 
	 There are as many reasons to support The 
Rotary Foundation as there are ways to do 
good in the world.
	 By contributing to the Foundation , you 
help support the Foundation’s six areas of 
focus, which help to advance world under-
standing, goodwill, and peace through the 
improvement of health, the support of educa-
tion, and the alleviation of poverty. By giving 
US$100 a year through the Every Rotarian, 
Every Year  (EREY) initiative, you become 
a Rotary Foundation Sustaining Member. 
Contributions to EREY are the primary 
source of funding for Foundation programs.
	 Here are a few ways your contributions are 
making change possible.

5. Fighting hunger
	 In Romania, orphans and sick children have 
eggs, milk, and meat because of a Foundation 
grant that benefits local farmers. The farmers 
are able to buy everything from animal feed 
to packaging materials. There is one stipula-
tion: They must donate a portion of their 
products to children’s hospitals, schools, and 
orphanages.
	 In Alaska, USA, the Rotary Club of 
Anchorage East is also fighting hunger  by 
distributing food to low-income families 
through a mobile food pantry.
	 Projects such as these help address the areas 
of focus of maternal and child health as well as 
economic and community development.

4. Reducing child mortality
	 The Rotary clubs of Jaela-Kandana, 
Western Province, Sri Lanka, and Madras 
Northwest, Tamil Nadu, India, are help-
ing to reduce child mortality by providing 
improved sanitation facilities for 15 families 
in a small community in Sri Lanka. With a 
Rotary Foundation Matching Grant , the 
clubs have built 14 toilets, helping to prevent 
diarrhea and other diseases related to poor 
sanitation.
	 According to the World Health 
Organization, 1.8 million children die of 
diarrhea every year, making it the second 
leading cause of death among children under 
five. Proper sanitation can reduce the rate of 
child mortality in many communities by up 
to a third. Water and sanitation is the third 
area of focus.

3. Promoting peace and conflict 
resolution
	 Watching civil war tear apart his homeland 
of Côte d’Ivoire instilled in Rotary Peace 
Fellow Kouame Remi Oussou a passion to 
resolve conflict.
	 He is now working for the United Nations 
Development Programme  in the Central 
African Republic, a country that weathered 
periodic internal fighting before a compre-
hensive peace accord took effect in 2007. 
Read more about Oussou .
	 Rotary Peace Fellows  are leaders in pro-
moting national and international coopera-
tion, peace, and conflict resolution. Help 
support the Rotary Peace Centers . Peace 
and conflict prevention/resolution is the first 
area of focus. Read about four Rotary Peace 
Fellows and their visions for peace .

2. Basic education and literacy
	 Education helps rebuild lives, whether it’s 
in small rural towns or in war-torn countries. 
For example, a literacy project sponsored 
by U.S. Rotarians in conjunction with the 
International Reading Association (IRA) is 
helping Sudanese refugees rebuild their com-
munities by equipping them to teach future 

generations.
	 The Southern Sudan Teacher Training 
Initiative provides refugees of the country’s 
decades-long civil war, who are known as the 
Lost Boys and Girls of Sudan, with teacher 
training materials, guidance, and support 
to help them teach students in kindergarten 
through eighth grade. “People returning 
from refugee camps to rebuild their lives 
in Duk County are hungry for books and 
school supplies,” says John Dau, a Lost Boy, 
humanitarian, and founder of the John Dau 
Foundation. Read more about the project .

1. Eradicating polio
	 Around the world, Rotarians are taking 
millions of steps in walkathons, diving into 
icy ocean waters, and participating in other 
fundraisers to help Rotary fulfill its promise 
to rid the world of polio. Si Burgher, of the 
Rotary Club of Bloomfield, Indiana, USA, 
raised almost $1,600 by having his shaggy 
eyebrows shaved.
	 Rotary launched its PolioPlus program  in 
1985. Since then, eradicating polio has been 
the organization’s top priority.  End Polio 
Now  and help fulfill its promise.


